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DETAILED ACTION 



Prosecution History Summary 



1. 



Claims 1-36 are pending. 



Information Disclosure Statement 



2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 02/09/2004 is in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 



3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference characters "12", "14", and "16" all been used to designate "access keys"; reference 
characters "20", "22", and "24" all been used to designate "patients"; reference characters "60", 
"62", and "64" all been used to designate "medical records". Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of 
the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in 
the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be 
held in abeyance. 



Drawings 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



4. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 



Claims 1, 12, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non- statutory subject matter . 

5. The basis of this rejection is based on recent Federal Circuit decisions and Supreme Court 
precedent in particular, Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 175, 184 (184); Parker v. Flook, 437 U.S. 
584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalkv. Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 70 (1972); Cochrane v. Deener, 94 U.S. 
780, 787-88 (1876) which state that the process must: 

(1) be tied to another statutory class (such as a particular apparatus); or 

(2) transform underlying subject matter (such as an article or materials) to a different state or 



For a claimed invention to be statutory subject matter eligible, the claimed invention 
must fall within a judicial exception. Mere ideas in the abstract (i.e., abstract idea, law of nature, 
natural phenomena) that do not apply, involve, use, or advance the technological arts fail to 
promote the "progress of science and the useful arts" (i.e., the physical sciences as opposed to 
social sciences, for example) and therefore are found to be non-statutory subject matter. For a 
process claim to pass muster, the recited claims should positively recite the other statutory class 
(the thing or product) to which it is tied, for example by identifying the apparatus that 



thing. 
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accomplishes the method steps or positively recite subject matter that is being transformed for 
example by identifying the material that is being changed to a different state. 

6. In the present case, claims 1,12, and 19 recite an abstract idea only. The claims recite 
steps and means for a) defining processes, b) forming links between processes, traversing 
processes by meeting exit requirements. These steps and means do not apply, involve, use, or 
advance the technological arts since they can be performed in the mind of the user or by use of a 
pencil and paper. These steps and means only constitute an idea of how to define, linking and 
traversing processes. 

7. The Examiner directs Applicant's attention to claim 28 as a possible way to amend the 
claims to put them within a judicial exception. In particular, explicitly claiming the medium or 
structure in the body of the claim that performs the underlying process steps would serve to 
better recite the technological arts within the present set of claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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9. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Soong (U.S. 
Patent No. 6.941.271) . 

10. As per claim 1, Soong teaches a key organization method comprising: 

-receiving a first access key that grants a patient-defined level of access to a first set of medical 
records (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50); 

-receiving a second access key that grants a patient-defined level of access to a second set of 
medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50); and 

-storing the first and second access keys in a centralized key repository (Soong: col. 11, 6-50). 

11. As per claim 2, the method of claim 1 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein the 
first access key is generated by a first patient (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20), and the first set of 
medical records concern the first patient (Soong: col. 7, 20-52). 

12. As per claim 3, the method of claim 1 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein the 
second access key is generated by a second patient (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20), and the 
second set of medical records concern the second patient (Soong: col. 7, 20-52). Changing the 
amount of keys generated and amounts of medical records concerning the patients does not 
change the invention as a whole, therefore the limitations are taught as mentioned. 

13. As per claim 4, the method of claim 1 is as described. Soong further teaches further 
comprising accessing, through a client computer connected to a distributed computing network, 
the first set of medical records using the first access key (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 
6-50). 
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14. As per claim 5, the method of claim 4 is as described. Soong further teaches further 
comprising accessing, through the client computer connected to the distributed computing 
network, the second set of medical records using the second access key (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 
7, 20; col. 11, 6-50). Changing the amount of keys generated and amounts of medical records 
concerning the patients does not change the invention as a whole, therefore the limitations are 
taught as mentioned. 

15. As per claim 6, the method of claim 5 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein: 
-the client computer is a personal computer (Soong: figure 1); and 

-the distributed computing network is the Internet (Soong: figure 1). 

16. As per claim 7, the method of claim 1 is as described. Soong further teaches further 
comprising storing the first and second medical records on a centralized medical record 
repository (Soong: figure 1). 

17. As per claim 8, the method of claim 7 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein the 
centralized medical record repository and centralized key repository reside on and are executed 
by a remote server connected to a distributed computing network (Soong: figure 1). 

18. As per claim 9, the method of claim 8 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein: 
-the remote server is a web server (Soong: col. 3, 60 to col. 4, 1); and 

-the distributed computing network is the Internet (Soong: col. 3, 60 to col. 4, 1). 

19. As per claim 10, the method of claim 1 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the first set of medical records is a multi-portion medical record and the first access key provides 
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access to one or more portions of the first set of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20; 
col. 11, 6-50). 

20. As per claim 1 1, the method of claim 1 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the second set of medical records is a multi-portion medical record and the second access key 
provides access to one or more portions of the second set of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 
to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50). 

21 . As per claim 2, Soong teaches a key distribution method comprising: 

-transmitting, from a first patient, a first access key that grants a patient-defined level of access to 
a first set of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50); 
-transmitting, from a second patient, a second access key that grants a patient-defined level of 
access to a second set of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50); and 
-storing the first and second access keys in a centralized key repository (Soong: col. 11, 6-50). 

22. As per claim 13, the method of claim 12 is as described. Soong further teaches further 
comprising accessing the first set of medical records using the first access key (Soong: col. 6, 14 
to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50). 

23. As per claim 14, the method of claim 12 is as described. Soong further teaches further 
comprising accessing the second set of medical records using the second access key (Soong: col. 
6, 14 to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50). 

24. As per claim 15, the method of claim 12 is as described. Soong further teaches further 
comprising storing the first and second medical records on a centralized medical record 
repository (Soong: col. 11, 6-50). 
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25. As per claim 16, the method of claim 15 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the centralized medical record repository and centralized key repository reside on and are 
executed by a remote server connected to a distributed computing network (Soong: figure 1). 

26. As per claim 17, the method of claim 12 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the first set of medical records is a multi-portion medical record and the first access key provides 
access to one or more portions of the first set of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20; 
col. 11, 6-50). 

27. As per claim 18, the method of claim 12 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the second set of medical records is a multi-portion medical record and the second access key 
provides access to one or more portions of the second set of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 
to col. 7, 20; col. 11,6-50). 

28. As per claim 19, Soong teaches a key organization method comprising: 
-maintaining, on a remote server, a centralized key repository and a centralized medical record 
repository (Soong: figure 1; col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20); and 

-storing a first set of medical records and a second set of medical records on the centralized 
medical record repository (Soong: figure 1; col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20). 

29. As per claim 20, the method of claim 19 is as described. Soong further teaches further 
comprising: 

-receiving, from a first patient, a first access key that grants a patient-defined level of access to 
the first set of medical record (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50)s; and 
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-receiving, from a second patient, a second access key that grants a patient-defined level of 
access to the second set of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50). 

30. As per claim 21, the method of claim 20 is as described. Soong further teaches further 
comprising storing the first and second access keys in the centralized key repository (Soong: 
figure 1). 

31. As per claim 22, the method of claim 19 is as described. Soong further teaches further 
comprising accessing the first set of medical records using the first access key (Soong: col. 6, 14 
to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50). 

32. As per claim 23, the method of claim 19 is as described. Soong further teaches further 
comprising accessing the second set of medical records using the second access key (Soong: col. 
6, 14 to col. 7, 20; col. 11,6-50). 

33. As per claim 24, the method of claim 19 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the centralized medical record repository and centralized key repository reside on and are 
executed by a remote server connected to a distributed computing network (Soong: figure 1). 

34. As per claim 25, the method of claim 24 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein: 
-the remote server is a web server (Soong: figure 1); and 

-the distributed computing network is the Internet (Soong: figure 1). 

35. As per claim 26, the method of claim 19 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the first set of medical records is a multi-portion medical record and the first access key provides 
access to one or more portions of the first set of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20; 
col. 11, 6-50). 
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36. As per claim 27, the method of claim 19 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the second set of medical records is a multi-portion medical record and the second access key 
provides access to one or more portions of the second set of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 
to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50). 

37. As per claim 28, Soong teaches a key organization system comprising: 

-a server system including a computer processor and associated memory, the server system 
having a centralized key repository and a centralized medical record repository (Soong: figure 

i); 

-wherein the server system is configured to: 

-store a first set of medical records and a second set of medical records on the centralized 
medical record repository (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20); 

-receive a first access key that grants a patient-defined level of access to the first set of 
medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20); 

-receive a second access key that grants a patient-defined level of access to the second set 
of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20); and 

-store the first access key and the second access key on the centralized key repository 
(Soong: figure 1; col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20). 

38. As per claim 29, the system of claim 28 is as described. Soong further teaches further 
comprising a client system including a computer processor and associated memory, the client 
system being configured to: 
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-access the first set of medical records using the first access key (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20); 



-access the second set of medical records using the second access key (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 



39. As per claim 30, the system of claim 29 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the server system and the client system are coupled via a distributed computing network (Soong: 



40. As per claim 3 1, the system of claim 30 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the distributed computing network is the Internet (Soong: figure 1). 

41 . As per claim 32, the system of claim 28 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the first set of medical records is a multi-portion medical record and the first access key provides 
access to one or more portions of the first set of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 to col. 7, 20; 
col. 11, 6-50). 

42. As per claim 33, the system of claim 28 is as described. Soong further teaches wherein 
the second set of medical records is a multi-portion medical record and the second access key 
provides access to one or more portions of the second set of medical records (Soong: col. 6, 14 
to col. 7, 20; col. 11, 6-50). 

43. As per claim 34, it is an article of manufacture claim which repeats the same limitations 
of claim 1, the corresponding method claim, as a collection of executable instructions stored on 
machine readable media as opposed to a series of process steps. Since the teachings of Soong 
disclose the underlying process steps that constitute the method of claim 1, it is respectfully 



and 



7, 20). 



figure 1). 
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submitted that they likewise disclose the executable instructions that perform the steps as well. 
As such, the limitations of claim 34, are rejected for the same reasons given above for claim 1. 

44. As per claim 35, it is an article of manufacture claim which repeats the same limitations 
of claim 12, the corresponding method claim, as a collection of executable instructions stored on 
machine readable media as opposed to a series of process steps. Since the teachings of Soong 
disclose the underlying process steps that constitute the method of claim 1, it is respectfully 
submitted that they likewise disclose the executable instructions that perform the steps as well. 
As such, the limitations of claim 35, are rejected for the same reasons given above for claim 12. 

45. As per claim 36, it is an article of manufacture claim which repeats the same limitations 
of claim 19, the corresponding method claim, as a collection of executable instructions stored on 
machine readable media as opposed to a series of process steps. Since the teachings of Soong 
disclose the underlying process steps that constitute the method of claim 1, it is respectfully 
submitted that they likewise disclose the executable instructions that perform the steps as well. 
As such, the limitations of claim 36, are rejected for the same reasons given above for claim 19. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHEET AL R. RANGREJ whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1368. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 



Application: 10/726,423 
Art Unit: 3686 



Paper No. 20090116 
Page 13 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jerry O'Connor can be reached on (571) 272-6787. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or (571) 272-1000. 

/SRR/ 

Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3686 
January 26, 2009 

/Gerald J. O'Connor/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 3686 



